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Back during World War II, all my kin, along with many other Americans, religiously 
listened to the evening radio news cast that started “Good evening, everyone, there is 
good news tonight.” It was, to them, a ray of hope in those dark times. 
 
When bad times befall us, we always look for those rays of hope — the drought of the 
summer of 2011 was one such time.  
 
Although it was not of the same magnitude as World War II when the Brazos River dried 
up above Possum Kingdom Reservoir, we found ourselves in need of that old 
commentator’s tag line for us down here at the end of the aquatic serving line.  
 
So, I went in search. 
 
In my backtracking as to where our drinking water here on Galveston comes from and 
what the future may hold for us, I found the Brazos River Authority was the primary 
place to look.  
 
I made an appointment and drove to the authority’s headquarters in Waco to get a 
status report on what the future might hold for us in regards to our water supply. 
 
You probably would not even need a street number to find the Brazos River Authority’s 
office building. Just drive along Cobb Drive in Waco until you see a building made out of 
limestone that looks like the downstream side of a reservoir dam. That will be it. 
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I was preparing myself for bad news. 
 
I was pleasantly surprised. Actually, “There is good news tonight!” 
 
I met with Judi Pierce, public information officer, and Brad Burnett, hydrologist of water 
services management for the Brazos River Authority. 
 
They produced maps, charts and publications relating to the organizations history, 
function and operational units. 
 
I drank coffee and steeled myself to receive the bad news.  
 
After this background briefing, I said it all was very interesting, but as is said about 
politics all being local, such is the same with water. 
 
“Nice set up, this authority, but how do the reservoir levels look, and what does the 
future look like for those of us who live down at the mouth of Galveston Bay?” 
 
“(March 12), our board authorized the sale of 77,336 acre-feet of interruptible water,” 
Mr. Burnett said. “Gulf Coast Water Authority is on our request list and is expected to 
purchase a large portion of this water. 
 
“Our reservoir system has been greatly replenished. The system as a whole is now over 
90 percent full with what are typically the wettest months of the year still ahead of us. 
Back in December of last year, we reached a low of 63 percent full.” 
 
I finished my coffee, thanked them profusely and departed. I learned long ago to quit 
when you are ahead. 
 
Our drinking water future here at the end of the serving line looks pretty good. 
 
The Brazos River does not empty into Galveston Bay — the Trinity River does. So, on 
the behalf of the shrimp and fish that call Galveston Bay home, I paid a visit to the 
Trinity River Authority to get an update on the bay’s freshwater inflow prospects.  
 
Tune in next Saturday. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series of columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

  
 

 


